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they wandered in and out during the course of the debate,
invariably complied with the rule that they m^st bow to
the Speaker's Chair on entering and on leaving, whether it
be occupied or not.
Sardar Patel wound up his review of the government's
moves against disorders with a rousing claim, " I can make
bold to say that so far as internal peace and tranquillity
are concerned, the country is not faced with any serious
threats."
Members on the floor of the chamber loudly thumped
their desks and cried, " Hear, Hear." Many of the spectators
in the galleries looked as though they would willingly have
followed the example of their rulers, if they had not been
forbidden to make any sound of approval or disapproval.
Grey Suit groaned, " The blind leading the blind. Every-
. body in touch with administration knows quite well that
Communism is spreading furiously. Every cheap bookstall
is crammed with paper-backs on Marxism, and the Moscow-
trained organisers are working like beavers to develop cells.
They have riddled the trade unions already."
" It does seem odd," I assented, " that he should say
that there's no serious internal threat, and at the same time
should insist so strongly on the retention and use of the
emergency powers of detention."
" That's my point, precisely/1 Grey Suit went on eagerly.
" If there's no emergency, there can be no excuse for
retaining emergency methods. Even if there is an emergency,
the Assembly should be able to define what types of action
are illegal and specify them in proper form so that those
who constitute a menace to the safety of the country can
be arrested and tried in a proper manner."
cc You would approve of some action against Communism,
then ?
" Of course," he emphasised. " In my view it's ridiculous
that men should be allowed to preach Communism in a
democratic state."